
If Insulating, Purchase Materials Before 12/31/2010

by Bob Offerman

With the winter approaching, some homeowners are considering adding additional insulation in their 
attics. This is an excellent idea and worth the investment, especially if the material is purchased 
before year-end.

Here are some things to consider:

•There's a 30% federal tax credit on insulation purchased before 12/31/2010. It is limited to 
$1500 total credit (equals $5000 purchase price). The $1500 cap applies to the purchases 
made 2009 -2010. There is no credit for installation charges. Bottom line -if you're going to 
insulate, purchase materials before December 31.

•Blown-in insulation, as used in most of our attics, settles over time, which reduces its 
insulation properties.

•Adding additional fiberglass insulation increases energy efficiency well beyond the original, 
and the fiberglass will not settle over time. (It's also easier to work with in the future if attic 
maintenance is required.

•When additional insulation is added to an attic, it's usually installed perpendicular to the 
ceiling joists. This is very difficult in our homes because of the truss construction with a very 
obstructed attic space.

•A good solution is to install 24" wide batts of insulation parallel to the ceiling joists, between 
and overlapping the joists. (Be sure to purchase 24" wide instead of the 23”, which is usually 
sold.) The 24" width will cover the joists and the sides of the batts will touch. Trusses will 
press into the insulation as necessary and not present a problem. Be sure to use unfaced 
insulation with minimum R-19 (R-30 referred) rating. Batts are 2' wide by 4' long and come in 
bundles of 10 or 11 pieces. Best price for R-30 ($.61/sq ft) was at Shore Lumber right here in 
Centreville, and they're a pleasure to deal with.

•An often overlooked area for improved efficiency is the attic duct work used for 
heating/cooling. The ductwork in most of our homes is rated between R-4 and R-6. Because 
of the very large temperature difference between the treated air and ambient attic air, heated 
air becomes cooled in winter, and cooled air becomes heated in the summer.

•Adding additional ductwork insulation is relatively easy and inexpensive. Reflectix insulation 
(flexible double foil sided) is available in 4' wide rolls at Lowe’s. I install it by measuring the 
ductwork diameter and cutting pieces off the roll to that length plus another inch or so (to 
provide for standoffs) and installing it with standoff strips of Reflectix (1-2" wide) to provide an 
air space between duct and Reflectix. Be sure to insulate the returns as well. It takes about 5 
rolls for a Gershwin. (Reflectix 4' by 25' rolls are sold by Lowe’s for $40.)

Hope this helps!!








